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 Recently, since the 
downturn in the economy, 
I have been asked by a 
number of Town resi-
dents, what the impact has 
been on our Town. With 
unemployment in West 
Bend the third highest for 
cities in the State there is 
naturally some negative 
effect on the surrounding 
T o w n -
s h i p s , 
especially 
in the 
area of 
housing. 
Those of 
you who 
had re-
sided in 
Trenton 
during the late 1990s and 
during the turn of the new 
century will recall the tre-
mendous amount of devel-
opment that was occur-
ring at that time. New 
subdivisions and houses 
were springing up like 
mushrooms!! Agendas for 
Plan Commission meetings 
were overflowing with 
requests for land divisions 
and approvals of new 
homes. What a difference 
a couple of years can 
make!! 
 Yes, the downturn 
in the economy has had an 
effect on the growth of 

the Town. Some residents 
I am sure are delighted 
with the slowdown in de-
velopment. While others, 
with property to sell and 
the need for assets from 
that sale, are not too 
happy with the latest state 
of the housing and building 
market. Anybody driving 
through Trenton can’t 

help but 
notice a 
substantial 
number of 
homes for 
sale and 
the occa-
s i o n a l 
abandoned 
h o u s e . 
M a n y 

communities where there 
are just a few major em-
ployers have been hit hard 
when there are layoffs or 
shutdowns. Thankfully, 
although difficult enough 
for a number of our resi-
dents, we are not as bad 
off as other parts of the 
Country—such areas as 
Indiana where there are 
entire auto plant shut-
downs and the local com-
munity is devastated. 
Hopefully the impact in 
the West Bend area will 
be of short duration and 
those folks who found 
themselves unemployed 

will soon get back to work 
without additional delay. 
 There is an effect 
on the Town itself. Aban-
doned homes are not 
maintained and their lawns 
are not trimmed and 
cared for, thus requiring 
the Town to search out 
the mortgage holder and 
arrange for the needed 
lawn care. There is a loss 
of revenue to the Town as 
well, with the lack of 
building permits and other 
fees. As an example, the 
reduction in housing starts 
has dropped from a high 
of 58 for the year 2004 to 
a low this year of one 
housing start. 
 I know we all want 
this economical downturn 
to be over so people can 
once again enjoy steady 
employment and the 
pleasure of their homes 
without concern about the 
future. Recent business 
articles as this editorial is 
being written, state there 
are indications that the 
economy may have bot-
tomed out. We are all 
hopeful this is the turning 
point and the beginning of 
a recovery. With the per-
severance, ability and the 
talent in this section of the 
State, I am sure we will 
soon be back to what we 
consider normal condi-
tions of controlled devel-
opment for our commu-
nity. 
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WHAT IS HAPPENING IN TRENTON? 
By John Norman, Edi tor 

Recycling bins are available 
at the Town Hall during 
normal business hours. If 
yours is damaged beyond 
repair, bring it in for a free 
replacement. Otherwise 
there is a cost of $10.00. 

RECYCLING BINS 

Town of Trenton  
ordinances are avail-
able to review online.  
A link is provided on 
the Town’s website, 
www.townoftrenton.info. 

TOWN ORDINANCES 

PET ABANDONMENT 
Recently there has been an 
increase in the number of 
cats that have been aban-
doned and dropped off in 
the rural sections of the 
Town, possibly from people 
outside the Township. 
Whether as a result of the 
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Property Upkeep 
 The Town of Tren-
ton has an Ordinance, 
which prohibits the collec-
tion of junk on properties.  
This includes but is not lim-
ited to motor vehicles, 
boats etc. While it has been 
said that one man’s junk is 
another man’s treasure, the 
intent of this ordinance is to 
keep our Town beautiful.  
All vehicles must be running 
and registered or they 
may be considered 
junk.  All matters are 
considered on a case-
by-case basis. 
 All properties 
in residential areas must 
keep their lawns cut.  Grass 
may not exceed a length of 
8 inches in height. This is to 
keep lawns from turning 
into weed beds, which seed 

and spread.  Natural lawns 
are permitted as long as 
they are not considered 
weed beds and as long as 
they do no overgrow into a 
neighbor’s property. 
 The Town has en-
acted a new ordinance due 
to the amount of foreclosed 
properties during these 
tough economic times.  This 
ordinance requires that the 
owner (private, bank, or 
mortgage company) keeps 
up the property.  If they fail 

to do so, the owner 
will be notified that 
they have 15 days to 
bring the property up 
to code.  If they fail to 
do this, they will  be 

cited.  The property will 
then be brought up to code 
by the Town of Trenton, 
and the costs will be added 
to the property taxes of the 
property owner.  The town 

will only do this twice per 
growing season. 
 A change to the 
ordinance also allows for 
the police department to 
investigate all weed and 
grass matters.  Previously 
only the weed commis-
sioner could do this. 
 

Deer Shining 
 Deer shining is pro-
hibited from a vehicle on a 
roadway in 
the Town of 
T r e n t o n .  
This is not a 
new law but 
one that is 
special to the Town.  Many 
years ago Town residents 
asked for this as people 
would drive down a road-
way and light up residential 
living rooms with a 50,000 
watt spot light at 10 o’clock 
at night. 
 

Parking and Snow 
 Snowplows and 
parked cars do not go well 
together.  Please be sure to 
remove your vehicle from 
the road during any snow 
event.  The Department of 
Public works has a difficult 
time getting through when 
vehicles are on the road-
way. If they call the officer 
out you could receive a ci-
tation.  Worse yet a plow 
could strike your vehicle 
and cause damage. Help us 
help you. 
 DO NOT PUSH or 
BLOW SNOW ONTO OR 
ACROSS THE ROADWAY.  
This is against the law. You 
must push it back onto your 
own property. This is dan-
gerous and it causes prob-
lems for DPW. 
 Have a safe Fall and 
Winter Season. 

Chief Gabrish 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

WELL WATER TESTING OPPORTUNITY COMING TO TRENTON 
 The Washington 
County UW-Extension Of-
fice has teamed up with the 
certified lab at University of 
Wisconsin - Stevens Point 
to offer a drinking water 
testing program in October 
for residents of the Town 
of Trenton who obtain their 
water from a private well. 
 While public and 
municipal wells are state 
regulated to ensure that 
water quality meets current 
drinking water standards, 
private well owners are re-
sponsible for testing and 
treating their water to en-
sure it is safe to drink. 
 For a nominal fee of 
$42, well owners can par-
t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e 
“Homeowner’s Package,” 
which is the standard test 
for overall water quality. 
Included in this package are 

bacteria and nitrate-
nitrogen analysis, two of the 
most common health re-
lated water concerns. In 
addition, pH, hardness, alka-
linity, conductivity, 
chloride and corro-
sivity will also be 
measured. 
 Other test 
packages are also 
available, including a 
“Metals Package” that tests 
for arsenic, lead and nine 
other metals (also $42), and 
a “Triazine Screen” that 
tests for atrazine pesticides 
($27). If all three tests are 
selected, the cost is $103, 
which is a discount of $8. 
 S a m p l e  b o t t l e 
pickup will be at the Tren-
ton Town Hall on Friday, 
October 16 anytime be-
tween 7:30 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m. or Saturday, October 

17, from 9:00 a.m. until 
noon ONLY if there are 
kits still available. Check 
the town website for up-
dates. Each participant will 

be given instructions for 
properly sampling his or 
her drinking water and 
will be required to re-
turn the sample bottle to 
the Town Hall on Mon-
day, October 19 some-

time between 7:00 a.m. and 
6:00 p.m. Due to the heavy 
workload at the Stevens 
Point lab, the number of 
participants in Trenton will 
have to be limited to 150. 
Sample bottles will there-
fore be handed out on a 
first-come-first-served basis. 
 Sometime in late 
November, water specialists 
will hold an educational 
program in Trenton to 
share information about 

local water quality issues 
and help residents under-
stand their water test re-
sults and possible solutions 
to any problems. 
 While water may 
look clean and taste good, 
the only way to know that 
it is safe to drink is to have 
it tested. This is an ex-
tremely valuable opportu-
nity for area residents, par-
ticularly those who have 
never had their water 
tested, to learn more about 
the quality of their drinking 
water and groundwater re-
sources in general. For 
more information, contact 
Kevin Struck or Helen Neal 
in the UW-Extension Office 
in West Bend at 335-4480. 
 Please express your 
interest in an email to 
cindy.komro@townoftrenton.info 

or call (262) 675-6009. 



Page 3 
The Town Crier  

 The days are getting 
shorter, and the nights are 
getting cooler. As much as 
we would like to deny it, 
winter will be here sooner 
than we would like. This is a 
good time to remind town 
residents of a few snow 
plowing courtesies. 
 If you have to plow 
snow across a roadway, 
make sure you clean off the 
road after you are done 
pushing the snow from your 
driveway.  You can get tick-

eted for 
leaving snow 
on the road, 
as well as 
b l o w i n g 
snow onto a 
roadway.  

 Please use caution 
when you are following a 
snow plow; at an intersec-
tion please watch out for 
the plow when it is pushing 
off  at the intersection, as 
well as cleaning off the in-
tersection.   
 The snowplows will 
get as close to mailboxes as 
they can but ultimately 
Town residents are respon-

sible for clearing snow from 
in front of and 15 feet to 
each side of their mail-
boxes.  
 Occasionally, mail-
boxes are knocked down in 
a storm. Most 
mailboxes are 
not hit by the 
s n o w p l o w , 
but instead 
are hit by the 
snow roll 
coming off the plow. Now is 
a good time to check your 
mailbox and post to make 
sure it is sturdy and secure.  
If the Town snowplow 
knocks down a mailbox, the 
Public Works Department 
will put them back up as 
time permits. However, 
keep in mind that ultimately 
it is the homeowner’s 
responsibility to make 
sure a mailbox is in 
place and cleaned 
around to allow for mail 
delivery. 
 We hope these re-
minders will help the winter 
be a little less stressful and 
pass by quickly and without 
incident. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

 We have recently 
been informed of the death 
of long serving Plan Com-
missioner, John Herlinger. 
John passed away after a 
long illness on July 22, 2009. 
All of us who have worked 
within Trenton Township 

government will miss his 
thoughtful comments and 
sage judgments concerning 
the important issues that 
have come before the Plan 
Commission over 
the years of his 
service. 

JOHN HERLINGER 

PROPERTY TAX TIPS 
By Monica Diaz , Town Treasurer 

 Although none of us 
look forward to getting our 
property tax bills, here are 
some tips to make the 
process easier: 
� Tax bills are typically 
sent out the first week in 
December.  If you do not 
receive yours by the third 
week in December, please 
call me – or you can pull up 
the bill on the Washington 
County website.  Just click 
on the link on our website 
www.townoftrenton.info. You 
will need to have your par-
cel number that starts with 
T11. 
     �  Please read the letter 
that is included with your 
bill – it will explain how and 
where to pay your taxes 
along with any updates for 
this year. 
     �  Receipts will be sent 
out for every payment.  If 
you do not receive a re-
ceipt, please let me know.  I 
will check on your payment 
and either resend the re-
ceipt or let you know if I 

d i d 
n o t 
receive your 
payment. 
     �  If your mortgage 
company sends in your pay-
ment, please give them this 
address:  Town of Trenton 
Attn Treasurer PO Box 259 
Newburg 53060.  Some 
mortgage companies have 
home addresses of prior 
treasurers and it will delay 
your payment.  You are 
responsible for getting the 
tax bill to your mortgage 
company. 
     �  If you pay in two in-
stallments please remember 
to send the second payment 
to the County Treasurer.  
The address information is 
on the payment slip.  I will 
also include an envelope 
addressed to the County 
Treasurer with your re-
ceipt. 
 Please feel free to 
contact me at 675-6009 
with any other questions or 
concerns. 

 Are you interested 
in working the elections? 
Training will be provided 
for both absentee ballot 
processing and election day 
inspector duties. High 
school students are wel-

come. For 
more infor-
m a t i o n 
please con-
tact Barb 

Davies or Cindy Komro at 
675-6009.  

WE WANT YOU! 
PET ABANDONMENT (CONT’D) 
economy or other factors I 
am not sure. These are not 
stray or feral cats, but 
household pets that are ill-
prepared to survive. In 
some instances they were 
acquired as kittens, but 
once grown they are dis-
carded by dumping them on 
the sides of the Town’s 
roads. The Town takes a 
dim view of this and has an 
ordinance 158-132, en-
forced by fines against such 
abandonment. It is an easily 
corrected problem if cat 
owners are responsible. 
The Washington County 
Humane Society will accept 

unwanted 
pets, pro-
viding an 
alternative 
to the in-
humane 
practice of abandoning and 
allowing these animals  to 
starve or be attacked and 
killed by the many coyote 
packs that are increasing in 
the Township. Responsible 
pet owners can also find a 
number of Veterinarians 
that will offer inexpensive 
neutering of cats to reduce 
the number of unwanted 
animals. Be a humane and 
responsible pet owner!! 



CHAIRPERSON 
Joseph C. Gonnering 
6380 Timber Court 
West Bend, WI 53095 

675-2681 

SUPERVISORS 
John R. Norman 
531 Paradise Dr 
West Bend, WI 53095 
Ed Doerr 
303 Washington Dr 
West Bend, WI 53095 

675-2479 
 
 
675-6925 

CLERK 
Barbara J. Davies 
4926 Birchwood Trail 
West Bend, WI 53095 

675-6009 

Town Hall Phone……………………….………....……..262-675-6009 
Town Clerk Hours, Barbara Davies….…...Friday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Hours, 
Frank Mayer…………………..….....….Monday 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

Thursday 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM 
Friday 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Police Department Non-Emergency Voice Mail Number.…..689-0661 

EMERGENCY……………………………...….911 

Town Hall Yard Hours…..…......Second Saturday of each month  
8:00 AM to Noon 

Accepting Only: Brush, Waste Oil, Batteries, Metal Goods 
Other large items, including building materials can be taken to Veolia 
on North River Road in West Bend. There is a $30.00 minimum 
disposal charge, the charge is based on the weight of the items 
dumped. Veolia is now able to accept building materials such as  
lumber and drywall. 

WEED CONTROL 
Ed Doerr 
303 Washington Drive 
West Bend, WI 53095 

675-6925 

WALLACE LAKE SANITARY DISTRICT 
Judy Mastenbrook 
P.O. Box 31 
West Bend, WI 53095 

338-6934 

APPRAISER 
Michael Grota 
Grota Appraisals 
N88 W16573 Main St. 
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 

253-1142 

VEOLIA ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
920-387-0987 
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BUILDING INSPECTOR/
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
Frank Mayer 
8700 Boltonville Road 
Kewaskum, WI 53040 

 
692-9280 

TREASURER 
Monica Diaz 
West Bend, WI 53095 

675-6009 

DEPUTY CLERK/TREASURER 
Cindy Komro 
West Bend, WI 53095 

339-4246 

CHIEF OF POLICE 
Joseph Gabrish 
1071 Hwy 33 E 

689-0661 

Town website: www.townoftrenton.info 


